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Academic Controversy of “Liver Left and Lung Right” in Inner Canon of Yellow Emperor ( ( ) and
Its Enlightenment
XING Yurui

School of Basic Medicine Shaanxi University of Chinese Medicine Xi‘an 712046
ABSTRACT Under the context of the question for acupuncture and moxibustion contraindication in the chapter of
needling contraindications in Inner Canon of Yellow EmperorClassic: Plain Questions ( . ) the theory of
“liver left and lung right” was put forward. The author of needle contraindication chapter mistook the viscera as the
action mode of the five phases and the five viscera. But under the influence of the classic worship idea of the ancient
and modern medical doctors the contradictions between the questions and answers in Inner Canon of Yellow Emperor
(« ») were ignored. Or although they realized the contradictions between the questions and answers they de—
fended it thus causing an academic controversy for more than a thousand years. The evolution reasons and problems
of this academic controversy from the attitude towards classics interpretation method the relationship between tradi—
tional culture and TCM systematically were sorted out. It is pointed out that for the study on classics we should revere
it and rational spirit should be criticized. We must learn from the results of modern hermeneutics and master the cor—
rect interpretation methods; we must dialectically view the relationship between traditional culture and traditional
Chinese medicine and avoid the metaphysics that is inverted.
Keywords [Inner Canon of Yellow Emperor ( { ) ; liver left and lung right; acupuncture contraindication;
liver in the left
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